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In this issue:  

 

New legislation regarding categories of buildings and 

establishments subject to fire safety permitting and/or 

authorization  

On 16 August 2016, Government Decision no. 571/2016 approving the 

categories of buildings and establishments that are subject to fire safety 

procedures for permitting and/or authorization was published in the Official 

Gazette of Romania. This Decision entered into force on the publication date and 

replaces former Government Decision no. 1739/2006. 
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New legislation regarding categories of buildings and 

establishments subject to fire safety permitting and/or 
authorization 

 

Government Decision no. 571/2016 approving the categories of buildings and 

establishments subject to fire safety procedures for permitting and/or 

authorization (“G.D. 571/2016”) introduces new fire safety regulations replacing 

former Government Decision no. 1739/2006 (“G.D. 1739/2006”). 

 

Changes in G.D. 571/2016 consist in amending the areas of buildings and 

establishments subject to fire safety authorization and result in a tendency of 

increasing such limit for structures that require fire safety permitting and/or 

authorization. Moreover, while the former regulation provided many situations 

where certain types of buildings and establishments were subject to fire safety 

authorization regardless of the surface area, G.D. 571/2016 establishes a 

threshold for areas of buildings and establishments subject to mandatory fire 

safety permitting and or authorization.  

 

Hence, the new regulation includes fewer cases in which buildings and 

establishments are subject to fire safety permitting and/or authorization. 

 

The new regulation has entered into force on 16 August 2016, along with its 

publication in the Official Gazette of Romania, Part I, no. 628.  

 

Mention should be made that the documentation related to fire safety that is 

under process of permitting and/or authorization or already drafted on 16 August 

2016, shall be governed further by G.D. 1739/2006.  

 

A. Differences on the area threshold for which permitting and/or 

authorization is mandatory: 
 

 

 

 

Building and construction categories subject to 
fire safety permitting and authorization fire 

safety 

Minimum area under 
G.D. no. 1739/2006 

(sqm.) 

Minimum Area under 
G.D. no. 571/2016 

(sqm.) 

Headquarters of the local and central public 
authorities 

-  600 

Church houses and related accommodation, publicly 
accessible 

-  200 

Buildings designed for commercial purposes 400 600 

Establishments designed for commercial purposes 
developed in collective households  

50 200 

Dispensaries and polyclinics 400 600 

Buildings designed for education, supervision, care 
centers or accommodation/housing for preschool 

children, students, the elderly, disabled or homeless 
people 

- 150 

Railway stations, bus stations and airports -  600 

Building designed for production or storage 400 600 

Establishments designed for production or storage 
fitted in buildings designed for collective households 

- 200 

Underground civil  buildings or public spaces fitted in 
the basement, the semi-basement, the attic or on 

the roof terrace of civil buildings 

- 100 
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B. Other amendments introduced by G.D. 571/2016 regarding the 

following categories of buildings and establishments subject to fire 

safety permitting and/or authorization: 

 

I. Buildings: 

 for new or existing collective households, with more than four levels 

above the ground, already designed with attics; under the article 1 point 

w.) of the former regulation, the permitting authorization was necessary 

for a height equal to or greater than the ground floor plus three floors 

plus attics or upper stories; 

 closed agrozootechnical and agro-industrial structures, having a built 

area equal to or greater than 600 square meters, except for metal silos, 

greenhouses, growth rooms, mushroom farms and deposits of fibrous 

feed which are not subject to fire safety permitting and/or authorization; 

under the former regulations, deposits of fibrous feed were not 

mentioned as an exception; 

 

II. Buildings or areas in buildings designed for: 

 car parking with over 10 parking lots, but being excluded, according to 

the new regulation, references from article 1, point t) from previous 

regulation “buildings or spaces arranged in buildings designed for 

parking and/or maintenance and repair of over 10 cars”; 

 leisure center, with indoor pools (outdoor pools being excluded), 

services of relaxation and body care, massage, hydro massage, wraps, 

herbal baths, dry sauna, cabins for chromo-aroma-therapies and Turkish 

baths, squash halls aerobics, fitness, billiards, table tennis and 

mechanical football gear, tennis courts, football fields and lockers 

related to and similar buildings, having an area equal to or greater than 

600 square meters, with the following mention introduced in the new 
regulation: if the space is arranged in collective house holding, its area is 

subject to fire safety permitting/authorization, if it is equal to or greater 

than 200 square meters; 

 tourist accommodation with more than eight rooms and/or 16 seats, 

which was increased from three rooms and eight seats, for the following 

types of accommodation: hotels, aparthotels, motels, hostels, mini-

hotels, touristic villas, bungalows, chalets, hunting and fishing cabins, 

holiday villages, tourist stops, camping houses, guesthouses urban and 

rural, including related catering establishments, being excepted 

campgrounds, agro-hostels, apartments for rent and rooms for rent; 

 

III. Buildings, systems or installations for: 

 liquefied petroleum gas distribution systems, not placed in mixed 

stations, for vehicles with a maximum storage capacity of 30 cubic 

meters water equivalent storage, which was increased from a capacity 

of 3 cubic meters water equivalent; 

 consumer outlets for liquefied petroleum gas cylinders with minimum 

storage of 250kg LPG and maximum storage of 1250kg LPG, introducing 

a minimum storage capacity of liquefied petroleum gas cylinders. 

 

Buildings and sports facilities that have a capacity less than or equal to 200 

indoor seats and equal to or greater than 1,000 outdoor seats are subject to 

permitting and authorization. Thus, under G.D. 571/2016, the threshold for 

permitting of outdoor sports facilities has decreased from 2,500 seats, as was 

initially stipulated, and the threshold for the number of indoor seats remain 

unchanged. 

 

Moreover, G.D. 571/2016 introduces a new category of temporary buildings and 

establishments subject to authorization, as opposed to the former provisions. 

Thus, temporary buildings and facilities located outdoor designed for 

entertainment performances or gatherings with capacity equal to or greater than 
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200 seats or designed for commercial purposes and have an area equal to or 

greater than 2,500 square meters are subject to authorization procedures. 

 

 

 

For further questions regarding the aspects mentioned in this alert,  

please contact us. 

 

 
Robert Ioniță 
Partner 
+40 21 2075 232 
rionita@reff-associates.ro 
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Managing Associate 
+40 21 2075 625  
dradoi@reff-associates.ro 
  
 
Andra Chițănău 
Associate 
+40 21 2075 680  
achitanau@reff-associates.ro 
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